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• 1 Cor. 11:10 is One of the Most Perplexing Verses in the Whole Bible 
◦ “For this reason the woman ought to have a symbol of authority 

on her head, because of the angels.”
◦ Textual observations

▪ This verse is the central one in a chiastic outline
▪ “Symbol” is not in the original Greek 
▪ “Authority” is the same word that has been translated “freedom” or 

“rights” in the preceding chapters-- exousia 
• It often means “power of choice” 
• There is some argument that this term was a sort of colloquial 

expression that had been attached to veils. If this is the case, then 
Paul is simply repeating, “the woman ought to have a covering on her 
head”

• Because of the Angels
◦ Paul intends this to be an explanation, but we don't get it anymore 
◦ It appears to have no other relation to the rest of the passage 
◦ The Most-Common Interpretations 

▪ Heavenly Angels were present in the worship service, taking not of good 
order and even hierarchy 

▪ Angels or “watchers” (Book of Enoch theology) might be tempted by the 
sight of the women's hair 

▪ The term “angellos” refers to earthly “messengers”
• The term can be used this way (Malachi 2:7, Gal. 4:14, Rev. 1:20ff)
• If so, it could refer to clergy or even outside “messenger” or 

“observers”
◦ Compare with Paul's worry in 1 Cor. 14:23
◦ Bruce Winter, in his book Roman Wives, Roman Widows gives a 

very promising explanation:
▪ The 1st-century Roman Empire had been experiencing 

widespread civil unrest due to female religious figures, 
prophetesses, and/or “new women” who claimed divine 
powers that led them to subvert social customs (1st-cent. 
Feminists, of a radical and odd sort)

▪ Bc of this, several Roman cities established a class of 
magistrates called gunaikonomos, or “controllers of women”

▪ The gunaikonomos would visit the religious assemblies 
throughout the empire and take note of the behavior


