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• Setting, Date, and Authorship of Ruth 
◦ Ruth is set “in the days when the judges ruled” (1:1)
◦ But we know that it was written after David had become king (4:22)
◦ The Hebrew canon places Ruth alongside the Wisdom literature 
◦ Author is unknown, but some have argued that it is either by Solomon or 

someone working in Solomon's court 

• Big Ideas 
◦ The levirate marriage and goel is the central action of the book

▪ Levirate marriage is between widow & the close relative of her husband
• Redemptive act meant to preserve the deceased husband's line
• This is legislated in Deuteronomy 25:5-10
• It also appears in Genesis 38 with Judah and Tamar 

◦ This story is connected to Ruth because Boaz descends from Perez
◦ Both Tamar and Ruth appear in the line of Christ 

▪ Goel is a more general term which means “redeemer” or “avenger” and 
applies to close relatives who carry out a number of redemptive duties 
• This appears in Ruth 3:12-13 and is sometimes translated “kinsman-

redeemer”
• Goel appears in many places in the OT

◦ Lev. 25:23-28, 47-55
◦ Num. 35, Deut. 19:1-3, Josh. 20:1-9
◦ Num. 5:8

◦ The family line of David is also a main interest 
▪ Ruth ends with the genealogy of David 
▪ But it is not an obviously “good” family line 

• What is the Book of Ruth?
◦ Ruth is a historical book, but it obviously has a larger purpose 
◦ It was used in the synagogue liturgy for the feast of weeks (Shavuot)

▪ This is the harvest festival of Ex. 34:22
▪ Ruth takes place during a harvest festival 

◦ Ruth also continues the theme of covenant succession
▪ It picks up where Judah and Tamar left off 
▪ It has a mother/daughter team using craftiness to procure an heir 
▪ It also blends Jew/Gentile lines 

◦ Ruth demonstrates redemption 
▪ Personal redemption of Ruth 
▪ The larger drama of redemption for all people 


