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• Jacob in Egypt 
◦ Jacob has been major char. since chpt. 25, & he will finish up his life in Egypt 
◦ Gen. 46 tells of Jacob's journey to Egypt 

▪ Notice that God appears to him again (Gen. 46:3-4)
▪ The whole tribe and its estate go with Jacob to Egypt (vs. 7, 26-27)
▪ Jacob settles in Goshen (vs. 28-34)

◦ Jacob before Pharaoh (Gen. 47)
▪ Pharaoh says that they can have “the best land” (Gen. 47:6)
▪ Pharaoh questions Jacob (vs. 7-8)

◦ Jacob's blessings (Gen. 48-49)

◦ “Let me be gathered to my people” 
▪ Jacob asked to have his body returned to Canaan to be buried 

alongside his father and grandfather (Gen. 47:27-31)
▪ Jacob's death and burial (49:29-33)
▪ Joseph returns Jacob's body (Gen. 50:1-14)

• 40-day embalming process and 70-day public mourning (vs. 1-3)
• Joseph and a great gathering return Jacob's body (vs. 7-9)
• 7-Day ceremony in Canaan (vs. 10-14)

• Joseph's Concluding Actions and Remarks 
◦ Consolidating Egyptian wealth and setting the stage for the future

▪ Joseph oversees the crisis-management (Gen. 47:13-26)
• He begins by selling reserve grain (vs. 13-14)
• Next, Joseph takes a year's worth of livestock (vs. 15-17)
• After that, Joseph takes their land (18-20)
• He even turns the people into serfs (22-26)

◦ “I have bought you and your land” (vs. 23)
◦ He moves the people into cities 
◦ Taxes them at 20%!
◦ This sets the stage for Egypt to be a world power, even an 

oppressive Leviathan 

◦ Joseph's own return to Canaan
▪ Jacob predicts that Joseph will return to Canaan (Gen. 48:21-22)
▪ Jacob requests that his bones be taken back after the Exodus/Conquest 

(Gen. 50:24-26; this happens in Ex. 13:19) 
▪ Hebrews 11:22 says that this was an act of faith on Joseph's part



◦ His words to his brothers
▪ After Jacob dies, Joseph's brothers naturally expect him to unleash his 

fury on them (Gen. 50:15)
▪ They appeal to their father's request (vs. 16-18)
▪  But Joseph replies with grace and wisdom (vs. 19-21)

• He has mentioned God's providence before (45:5)
• He explains God's sovereign plan (50:19-21)
• Compare with Rom. 8:28-30

• Big-Picture Themes from Genesis 
◦ Consider the major “problems” of the early part of Genesis 

▪ Separation from God 
▪ Violence, especially envious brother-brother warfare 
▪ Human “power”- Evil political power taking the place of God

◦ How are these “fixed” in Genesis?
▪ Separation from God is first addressed by the Covenant

• This begins in an initial phase immediately after the Fall
• Comes to clearer fulfillment in Abraham 
• But will remain incomplete 

◦ The tabernacle and temple will be a step towards renewed Eden
◦ But ultimately this is not fulfilled until the incarnation of Jesus

▪ Brother-brother war
• We see reconciliation of this sort first in Jacob and Esau (Gen. 33)
• More fully fulfilled in Joseph and his brothers 
• Personal vengeance is renounced in favor of God's own judgment
• But each case also involved a great deal of suffering, especially on 

the part of the “righteous” brother 
• This points to the work of Christ as suffering servant 

▪ Human power and political idolatry
• This is thwarted several times (Flood, Babel)
• But Joseph shows a mixed sort of “answer”

◦ He, God's elect one, ends up conquering the hegemon and 
reigning as a righteous magistrate 

◦ Yet he is also empowering Egypt which will set it up for future 
judgment at the Exodus 

◦ God often destroys great powers from the inside-out
▪ Sometimes uses the evil empire to curse His own people 
▪ Will send His people into those empires to lead them and then 

bless His people through them 
▪ Brings down the empires in His timing through miraculous means

• This too must wait for Jesus' work
◦ On the Cross
◦ Through His Church 
◦ At the 2nd Coming 


