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• Genesis 38
◦ Tamar is Judah's daughter-in-law
◦ Her husband dies before giving her children, and so she is in need of 

redemption 
▪ We don't know what Er did to be “wicked”
▪ But Tamar is now dependent upon Er's family

◦ Onan (vs. 8-10)
▪ This is a notorious story in Christian history
▪ He is judged for refusing to be the kinsman-redeemer (see vs. 9)

◦ Judah withholds his other son out of fear (vs. 11)
◦ Tamar deceives Judah in order to conceive an heir 

▪ She dresses up like a harlot (vs. 14-15)
▪ Apparently Judah was the kind of man who used such services (vs. 16)
▪ Tamar asks for a pledge (vs. 17-18)

◦ She does conceive a son (vs. 24)
◦ Judah wants to kill her-- Let her be burned! 
◦ But she's go him dead to rights (vs. 25) 
◦ “She has been more righteous than I” (vs. 26) 

• What's This All About? 
◦ Historically vs. 8-10 have been used as an argument against contraception

▪ That is not an appropriate use of the text
▪ Vs. 9 makes the sin very clear 

◦ In the context of Genesis, this narrative is a direct parallel with Joseph and 
Potiphar's wife
▪ While Judah falls into great sin, Joseph is seen as virtuous 
▪ This is also Judah's “great” fall which God uses to convict him and 

change him 
◦ This passage illustrates the need for a levirate/kinsman-redeemer law

▪ This is explained in Deuteronomy 25:5-6
▪ The firstborn child would be considered the heir of the deceased 
▪ This law, in at least the form of moral custom, is already presumed by 

Tamar 
▪ The entire Book of Ruth is devoted to this principle as well

• Ruth 4:18-21 makes the connection explicit 
• It clearly becomes a picture of redemption 
• We are to understand ourselves to be in need of a kinsman-redeemer
• We receive ours in our Father/Brother, God-in-Christ 
• He “marries” us 


