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• Big Picture Observations 
◦ Joseph occupies the last narratival arch of Genesis (from chapts. 37-50)
◦ His story explains how Israel got to Egypt 
◦ He is, in many ways, a fulfillment of the book of Genesis

▪ He is the younger-son heir 
▪ He reconciles the sibling rivalry 
▪ He reconciles the children with the father (in part)
▪ He reconciles the Abrahamic line with Gentile powers 

◦ In all of this, Joseph is a type of Christ  

• Joseph's Position of Favor 
◦ Joseph was the favored son of Jacob

▪ “Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, because he was the 
son of his old age.”

▪ “Also he made him a tunic of colors.” (vs. 3)
▪ His brothers hated him because of this (vs. 4)
▪ “Joseph brought a bad report on them” (vs. 2)

• This didn't help his standing with his brothers
• But his brothers do have an objectively bad track record already

◦ His dreams
▪ Sheaves in the field (vs. 6-8)
▪ Stars, moon, and sun (vs. 9-11)
▪ The interpretations of the dreams are given in the text
▪ The brothers “envied” Joseph (vs. 11)
▪ “But his father kept the matter in mind” (vs. 11)

• Sold Into Slavery (vs. 12-36)
◦ Israel sends Joseph to check on the brothers (vs. 14)
◦ They see him coming and plan to kill him (vs. 18-20)
◦ Reuben wants to save him, but is not entirely successful (vs. 21-22, 29-30)

▪ We are told that Reuben wanted to return Joseph to Israel safely
▪ But apparently he left the scene for a time

◦ Judah suggests selling Joseph into slavery (vs. 26)
◦ He is sold to the Ishmaelites (vs. 27-28)

▪ The Midianites? (see vs. 36)-- Possibly sold twice or these names could 
have been general and interchangeable names 

▪ Being sold to Ishmaelites also highlights earlier covenantal warring 
◦ The brothers present the bloody coat to Jacob (vs. 31-35)
◦ Joseph eventually ends up in Potiphar's house


