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• Children of Israel
◦ Jacob's sons become the tribes of Israel 

▪ We see the sons listed in chronological order in Gen. 29:31-24
▪ The are listed according to their mothers in Gen. 35:22-26

• Sons of Leah
◦ Reuben 
◦ Simeon
◦ Levi 
◦ Judah 
◦ Issachar 
◦ Zebulun  

• Sons of Rachel (these are actually the youngest two)
◦ Joseph 
◦ Benjamin  

• Sons of Bilhah
◦ Dan
◦ Naphtali 

• Sons of Zilpah
◦ Gad 
◦ Asher 

◦ Noteworthy sons in Genesis 
▪ Joseph will be the main focus of chapters 37-50

• Benjamin will also factor in this story, but as a sympathetic character 
◦ Benjamin's tribe gets a bad reputation in Judges and with King Saul
◦ See also his description in Gen. 49:27
◦ But the Apostle Paul comes from this tribe 

• Joseph will not get his own tribe
◦ His line will divide between Ephraim and Manasseh 

▪ We see this in the blessing of Ephraim and Manasseh in 48
▪ They parallel (recapitulate & fulfill?) Jacob and Esau (see 48:19)

◦ This recovers the “12” after Levi is given priestly status-- “no 
inheritance” (Deut. 10:9, 18:1; Josh 13:33)

▪ Reuben 
• He is the firstborn but is stripped of inheritance bc of his sin with his 

father's concubine (Gen. 29:32; Gen. 49:3-4)
• He also has a mixed performance in the Joseph narrative (compare 

Gen. 37:21-22 and 42:37)



▪ Simeon & Levi
• These brothers act sinfully in the Dinah incident (34:25) 
• They are seemingly cursed bc of this (49:5-7)
• Yet Levi is later redeemed as the priestly class 

▪ Judah 
• Judah initially dishonors himself with Tamar (chapt. 38)
• But he later redeems himself with his willingness to sacrifice for 

Benjamin (44:18-34)
• He is especially blessed in Gen. 49:8

• The Dinah Incident 
◦ Dinah is the only daughter of Jacob who is named in Genesis
◦ She is raped in chapter 34

▪ Shechem
• This happens in the land of Succoth  
• Shechem is the son of the prince (Gen. 34:2), and the city is named 

after him 
• This continues a line of aggression from royalty 

◦ It perhaps starts as early as Lamech (3:19)
◦ But we also see it in Pharaoh (12:15ff), Abimelech (chapt. 20), and 

Abimelech again (26:7ff-- only this time Abimelech is proactive!)
• But after Shechem's sin, he wants to do the right thing 

◦ 34:3, 8-12-- He loved her and wanted to make it right 
◦ 34:18-19-- “He was more honorable than all the household of his 

father” 
▪ But Simeon and Levi were deceitful (34:12)

• They are outraged at the shame brought on their sister
• They may also suspect that Shechem is trying to assimilate and take 

over their inheritance (see vs. 23) 
• They killed Hamor, Shechem, and all the males of the city (vs. 25-26)
• They plundered the city, after having made a covenant with it (27-29)

▪ Jacob says that it was wrong
• “You have troubled me by making me obnoxious among the 

inhabitants of the land...” (vs. 30) 
• This is going to instigate war! (vs. 30b)
• The brothers claim it was appropriate vengeance (31)

◦ They are alluding to Jacob's “silence” in vs. 5ff
◦ This is similar to Absalom's complaint against David (2 Sam. 13)

• Jacob curses them in Gen. 49:5-7


