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• Review the Setting (Gen. 32)
◦ Jacob has just left Laban, and now he is approaching an angry Esau
◦ Jacob sends messengers ahead to speak with Esau (vs. 3-12)
◦ The response: Esau is coming to meet you with 400 men (vs. 8)
◦ Jacob prays to God (9-12)
◦ Jacob sends a present before him (vs. 13-21)
◦ “I have seen the face of God” (Gen 32:30)-- This will come up again

• Reunion with Esau (Gen. 33)
◦ The meeting (vs. 1-4)
◦ “Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and fell on his neck and kissed 

him, and they wept” (vs. 4)
▪ Compare Luke 15:20 “But when he was still a great way off, his father saw 

him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.” 
▪ Kenneth Bailey argues that this is an intentional parallel, reverses the roles 

of Jew/Gentile in the 1st century ministry of Jesus
◦ A friendly conversation (vs. 5-11)

▪ Esau wants to know about the family
▪ Esau declines the gift
▪ Jacob insists-- this is standard Near-Eastern rhetorical custom

◦ “inasmuch as I have seen your face as though I had seen the face of God, 
and you were pleased with me” (vs. 10)
▪ “Face of God” is a direct parallel to Gen. 32:30
▪ But this time “the face of God” is the kindness, mercy, and hospitality that 

Esau is showing Jacob
▪ An alternative translation is, “Now that I have seen your face and you have 

accepted me, it is as if I have seen the face of God.” 
▪ This is a portrait of salvation and divine reconciliation

◦ Let's stick together! No thanks... (vs. 12-17)
▪ Is Jacob being a little “careful” here?
▪ But he also knows that his future is his own, a new household apart from 

the Isaac-house 
◦ He settles in Shechem (vs. 18)

▪ This is in Canaan
▪ His bones will eventually be buried here (see Acts 7:16)

◦ Jacob sticks around until the end of the book, but he becomes a side 
character after this section. 


