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• Jacob's Exile
◦ Rebekah sends Jacob to her family (27:41-46)

▪ In order to escape Esau (vs. 42-45)
▪ To see that he marries appropriately (vs. 46)
▪ She thought it would only last a few days (vs. 44)
▪ It actually lasted over 20 years 

◦ Isaac blesses Jacob (28:1-5)
▪ He repeats the Abrahamic blessing (vs. 3-4)
▪ This further confirms that Isaac had come to support Jacob

◦ Esau marries again (28:6-9)
▪ He appears to be trying to please his parents (see vs. 8)
▪ But notice that he is also joining with Ishmael and the Ishmaelites

• Jacob's Ladder and the Future Temple 
◦ On his way to Haran, Jacob stops at Bethel (see vs. 19)

▪ Abraham had previously built an altar here (see Gen. 12:8)
▪ The name is literally “House of God” 
▪ It was just north of Jerusalem

◦ Jacob has a vision of heaven 
▪ Then he dreamed, and behold, a ladder was set up on the earth, and its 

top reached to heaven; and there the angels of God were ascending 
and descending on it. (vs. 12)

▪ And behold, the Lord stood above it and said: “I am the Lord God of 
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I 
will give to you and your descendants... (vs. 13-15)  

▪ What does it mean?
• Jacob literally saw God 
• The “ladder” is a staircase or ramp

◦ It's very similar to a pyramid or ziggurat 
◦ It's a parallel to the Tower of Babel (see vs. 17)

• The angels represented the mediation or “go-between” status
• In the New Testament, Jesus says that angels will ascend and 

descend upon him (John 1:51) 
• The ladder is symbolic “the house of God” or “the gate of heaven” 
• And so Jacob builds a symbolic temple (see vs. 22)
• He also offers a tithe (vs. 22) 

◦ This was not the exact site of the future temple
▪ It is definitely identified with the temple though, as a pointer
▪ It became the site of a rival cult later on (see 1 Kings 12:29)


