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• Esau
◦ Has already sold his birthright because he despised it (Gen. 25:32-34) 
◦ Has married Hittite women who were “a grief of mind” (Gen. 26:34-35; 27:46)
◦ He is in his 70s at this point
◦ Responds in a worldly to the news of the birthright (Gen. 27:36, 38)  
◦ Resolves to kill Jacob (27:41) 

• Isaac
◦ Is nearing the end of his life (vs. 1)

▪ He is 137, based on the timing of other events in his life
▪ He believes that he is about to die (vs. 2; he actually lives much longer)

◦ He is blind (vs. 1)
▪ Literally: “his eyes were so dim that he could not see”
▪ This also suggests a certain failure of mind

◦ Isaac intends to wrongly give Esau the blessing of covenantal inheritance 
◦ Isaac has some suspicions and doubts, but is eventually tricked (vs. 20, 24)
◦ The blessing 

▪ It repeats the Abrahamic blessing (vs. 29)
▪ But it also explicitly subjugates one brother to the other (vs. 29)
▪ Is it irrevocable? (vs. 33, 37)

◦ Isaac seems to show guilt and possibly repentance (vs.  33a; chapter 28)
◦ In what way can Isaac's blessing be said to be “by faith”? (Heb. 11:20) 

• Jacob 
◦ Jacob had been promised since birth to be the chosen son (Gen. 25:23)
◦ Esau had sold the birthright to Jacob (Gen. 25:33)
◦ The deception is actually Rebekah's idea (Gen. 27:6-10)

▪ She even offers to bear the punishment, should it come (vs. 13)
▪ Rebekah is acting with an intent to correct Isaac's wrong, but the justness 

of this action is disputed throughout Christian history 
◦ Jacob does go on to “lie” to his father (vs. 19-20, 24) 
◦ Jacob flees to his mother's country, a kind of exile (vs. 42-45) 

▪ Is this part of the curse?
▪ Rebekah receives a kind of curse, losing her relationship with her sons

◦ Was Jacob justified in his deception? 
▪ Majority view- No, lying is lying 
▪ Mediating view- His lying was sinful and therefore wrong, but it was 

motivating by a righteous and faithful desire for God's covenant in the 
face of the sins of others

▪ The justified view- This action was akin to deception in Holy War and was 
therefore justified and to be seen as good 


