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• The Promise
◦ God declares who He is (vs. 1)
◦ Abram's response (vs. 2-3)

▪ Abram is bold enough to haggle with God
▪ This shows a sort of two-party covenant, even if the sides are unequal

◦ Look to the stars (vs. 4-5)

◦ Justification
▪ “And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for 

righteousness.” (vs. 6)
▪ “believed” is the Hebrew word aman (where we get “amen”), and it 

means believe, faith, or trust 
▪ “accounted” is the Hebrew word chashab which means to consider, 

regard, or “reckon” (this last word is the sense which is used in the New 
Testament and translated as “impute”) 

▪ “righteous” is Hebrew word tsedaqah which means righteousness or 
justice
 

• The Covenant 
▪ God identifies Himself again and states what He is going to do (vs. 7)
▪ Abram responds again, asking for “proof” (vs. 8)
▪ God responds with the covenant ceremony

• The animal sacrifices, cut in two
◦ This is symbolic of the curse of the covenant
◦ Others say that the separation is simply an acting out of two-in-one 

unification 
◦ Abram has to chase the vultures away

• A “deep sleep” falls on Abram (vs. 12)
◦ This deep sleep is associated with the darkness
◦ Darkness of night, but also of terror 
◦ This death, cutting, and death-sleep all point to the necessity of 

death to secure a covenant 
▪ The penalty and expiration is death (see Heb. 9:16)
▪ Jesus takes this covenantal “cutting” on for us 

• The promise repeated and explained(vs. 13-16)
◦ Strangers for 400 years
◦ 4 Generation-wait because of the necessity of future judgment 

• Only God walks through the pieces (vs. 17)

▪ The covenant summarized (vs. 18-21)


