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• Textual Features
◦ Gen. 11:1-9 is a sophisticated literary text 
◦ There are many semi-poetic devices, including parallelism, alliteration, and 

assonance (see translation) 
◦ Its location in the middle of genealogies is also significant

▪ This shows that one of the problems was the intermingling of hostile lines
▪ It also explains how the families got “spread out” 
▪ There's something artistic about the line, scramble, line presentation of 

Gen. 10-11
◦ Chiasm 

1. a. Whole earth, one lip, place (vs. 1)
    b. place, name, settle (vs. 2) 
        c. The men's speech: “Come, let us...” (vs. 3) 
            d. “Let us build into heaven lest we be scattered” (vs. 4) 

    e. God came down to judge (vs. 5) 
2.             'd. They will be unstoppable! (vs. 6) 

        'c. “Let us go down and confuse/scatter” (vs. 7-8) 
    'b. place, name, scatter/confuse (vs. 9a)
'a. whole earth, one lip, scattered from that place (9b) 

◦ The terms “name,” “place,” and “heavens” all share the same root (shm)
▪ This shows us that the desire was to deify or heavenize the creation
▪ The people wanted to make themselves into gods 

◦ The word for “build” and the word for “confuse/confound” are related 
▪ leban- to build 
▪ nebal- to confuse/confound

• Big Idea(s)
◦ Babel was constructed by Nimrod (see Gen. 10:10)

▪ He was a son of Ham (the cursed line) 
▪ He was a sort of emperor (see the other cities he built) 
▪ Babel would become Babylon 

◦ The name “Babel”
▪ It literally means confusion
▪ But Babylon means “gateway of god” 
▪ In Genesis, God turns this into a state of confusion and failure 

◦ The people were being disobedient to their new creation mandate
▪ They were not spreading out and filling the earth
▪ Instead they were joining together to stay in one place and go “up” to 

heaven, in order to “take dominion” over it 
◦ God prevents this from happening and forcibly spreads them out 



• Temple Theology 
◦ This tower is a temple (most likely a Zigurat)  
◦ It was both a place of worship and a connection between heaven and 

earth
◦ It is a sort of re-attempted Eden 

▪ Man wants to “get back” 
▪ But also God's forcing him out is a kind of protection

• Gen. 3:22-24 “Then the Lord God said, 'Behold, the man has become 
like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he put out his 
hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever'—
therefore the Lord God sent him out of the garden of Eden to till the 
ground from which he was taken. So He drove out the man...” 

• Gen. 11:6-7 “Indeed the people are one and they all have one 
language, and this is what they begin to do; now nothing that they 
propose to do will be withheld from them. Come, let Us go down and 
there confuse...” 

◦ There is a true “gate of heaven” elsewhere in the Bible (Gen. 28:17) 
▪ It begins with Jacob's ladder 
▪ It develops into the temple 
▪ It finds its fulfillment in Jesus (John 1:51) 

◦ The Church is the fulfillment of Babel among God's people 
▪ Many tongues find understanding amidst their diversity 
▪ They go out and fill the earth 
▪ They form the temple in themselves 


