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• The Ark (Gen. 6:1-22)
◦ Made of Gopherwood 

▪ The name “gopherwood” is a transliteration from the Hebrew
▪ The actual type of wood is unknown

◦ Specifications 
▪ 300x50x30 cubits = about 150yardsx75feetx45ft 
▪ 3 stories 
▪ 1 Window
▪ 1 Door 

◦ The Ark is a kind of Temple
▪ The instructions parallel those given to build the tabernacle and the 

temple
▪ The temple was 3-storied as well (1 Kings 6:6) 

◦ Animals
▪ 2 of every kind of animal 
▪ But 7 of every kind of clean animal (see Gen. 7:2) 

• The Flood
◦ The Flood is God's judgment on the whole earth (Gen. 6:17)
◦ He creates a covenant of mercy with Noah and his family (6:18)
◦ Descriptions of the Flood

▪ In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, the 
seventeenth day of the month, on that day all the fountains of the great 
deep were broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. And 
the rain was on the earth forty days and forty nights. (7:11-12)

▪ Now the flood was on the earth forty days. The waters increased and 
lifted up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. The waters prevailed 
and greatly increased on the earth, and the ark moved about on the 
surface of the waters. And the waters prevailed exceedingly on the 
earth, and all the high hills under the whole heaven were covered. The 
waters prevailed fifteen cubits upward, and the mountains were 
covered. (7:17ff) 

◦ It rained for 40 days and 40 nights, but the water covered the earth for 150 
days

◦ God's saving action
▪ So those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had 

commanded him; and the Lord shut him in. (7:16)
▪ Then God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the animals 

that were with him in the ark. And God made a wind to pass over the 
earth, and the waters subsided. (8:1) 



• New Creation
◦ After the flood waters reside, Noah sends out the birds to scan the earth 

(8:6-12)
◦ The entire flood-time was just over one year (compare 7:11 and 8:13-14)
◦ Noah builds an altar and worships (8:20)
◦ This is said to be the cause for God's “common grace” covenant (8:21)
◦ God reinstates creation mandates but with some modification 

▪ “Be fruitful and multiply...” (9:1)
▪ Plants and Animals for food (9:2-3)
▪ No eating or drinking blood (9:4) 
▪ Death Penalty (9:5-7)

• Notice that the death penalty is founded on the image of God
• This means that the punishment is based on the worth of the victim's 

life
• Also consider this in light of the conditions prior to the flood—civil 

magistracy is a means of restraining absolute evil and thus preserving 
the common-grace order 

◦ Remembering the Covenant 
▪ This covenant includes all of nature (9:8-11)
▪ It promises not to destroy the earth 
▪ The rainbow is the sign of this covenant (9:12-17)
▪ It is God who primarily “remembers” the covenant when He sees the bow 

(9:14-15) 


