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• Eden
◦ A sort of “second creation” story begins in Gen. 2:4

▪ This is not a competing narrative but an additional explanation on the 
more specific and local level

▪ Instead of being about the creation of the world, it is now describing the 
garden of Eden and Adam's original situation  

◦ Unusual Original Environment 
▪ “...before any plant of the field was in the earth and before any herb of 

the field had grown. For the Lord God had not caused it to rain on the 
earth, and there was no man to till the ground; but a mist went up from 
the earth and watered the whole face of the ground.” (Gen. 2:5-6)

▪ The term for “mist” could also be brook, stream, or even the river 
◦ Does this contradict Genesis 1?

▪ The words are different
• “Plant of the field” could be translated “thorns/shrubs of the field”
• “Herb of the field had grown” is something like “grain had matured” 
• Gen. 2:5 is simply indicating a state of immaturity, and it primarily 

refers to life prior to the creation of the Garden of Eden 
• Also, no grain had been cultivated in the fields precisely because 

they required human labor: for “man to till the ground”
▪ Notice the description of the world in Gen. 2:8-14

• Eden is actually the whole region
• The garden is in the east of that region 
• 2 Trees in the middle of the garden 
• The river went out of the garden and turned into four (vs. 10-14) 

• Eden as Temple 
◦ “Tend and Keep” (Gen. 2:15)

▪ These words can simply mean work the garden
▪ But they also have a specific meaning of “serve and protect”
▪ These two words only appear in conjunction in priestly settings (Numb. 

3:7-8, 8:26, 18:5-6)
◦ The trees in the garden parallel the menorah and the tree in Rev. 22:2
◦ The river is also a feature in later temples (Ezekiel 47, Rev. 22:1; also the 

various water chariots in Solomon's temple likely symbolized a river)
◦ Also see Ezekiel 28:13-16
◦ The cherubim in Gen. 3:24 is parallel those in the tabernacle and temple 
◦ The combined picture is that Eden was God's special sanctuary zone, and 

the garden was a kind of holy place or holy of holies
◦ Adam was the original priest, and he was supposed to properly worship God 



and performed temple work 

• Was the Test a sort of Covenant? 
◦ All Genesis 2 tells us is that man was to work the Garden and avoid the fruit 

of the tree of knowledge (vs. 15-17)
◦ We know that this affected all humanity (see Rom. 5:12-19)
◦ Hosea 6:7 may claim that Adam broke God's covenant 
◦ The main ingredients of “covenant” seem to be there 

• The Fall
◦ Prior to the Fall man was “good” and “not ashamed” 

▪ He was morally innocent 
▪ He possessed the ability to keep God's law

◦ Satan brings temptation (Gen. 3:1; Rev. 12:9) 
◦ Eve knows the law (vs. 3) 
◦ But she begins to doubt God and consider the serpent's words
◦ She took, ate, and gave to her husband who was with her (vs. 6) 
◦ The serpent was right

▪ Their eyes were opened (compare vs. 5 with vs. 7)
▪ They were like God, knowing good and evil (see vs. 22) 

◦ God comes to judge (vs. 7-24)
▪ Notice that Adam and Eve immediately sew clothes (guilt/shame)
▪ God returns to judge which means that God was in a way “absent” 
▪ “The sound of the LORD God walking...”
▪ “The cool of the day” refers to the movement of the Spirit 
▪ God begins to ask questions and evaluate, to which Adam gives himself 

away 
• Notice the blame shifting 
• The woman really was “deceived” and Adam should have exercised 

his headship by protecting her 
▪ The cursing 

• Serpent is cursed first (vs. 14-15) 
◦ Enmity between the serpent and the woman and their seeds 
◦ The seed of the woman will crush the seed of the serpent

• Then the woman (vs. 16) 
◦ Pain in childbearing 
◦ Conflict and strife in the marriage 
◦ Compare the grammar of Gen. 3:16b with Gen. 4:7b

◦ The garments of skin 
▪ This presumed a sort of animal sacrifice 
▪ But the clothing was also a kind of investiture 

◦ Exile 
▪ Adam and Eve can no longer enter the garden-sanctuary
▪ This is for their own protection in a sense (see Gen 3:22
▪ But it also initiates a new sort of alienation from God 


