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• About the book
◦ Written by Moses?

▪ Traditionally considered the first book of Moses
▪ Jesus uses “Moses” to summarize the first books of the Bible (Luke 24:27) 
▪ Might just be shorthand reference Mosaic editorial leadership 

◦ Pentateuch 
▪ Genesis is definitely connected to the rest of the Pentateuch 
▪ But it is also the most independent of the 5 books

• Literary Structure and Themes 
◦ 50 Chapters
◦ The book begins with a universal picture of the whole world and gets more 

and more specific, concluding with the tribes of Israel 
▪ The first 10-11 chapters deal with the whole world as such
▪ Chapter 12 introduces the specific line of Israel and the “Hebrew” story 

◦ Toledot
▪ Genesis is regularly structured around the occurrence of the phrase elleh 

toledot which is translated “this is the genealogy of” 
• Occurs ten times: 2:4; 5:1; 6:9; 10:1, 11:10 and 27; 25:12 and19; 

36:1(and 9); 37:2
• But they don't actually match up with narrative changes 
• Some have argued that they represent the various bookends of 

earlier source-manuscripts 
◦ Seed

▪ Genesis 3:15 is often referred to as the protoevangelium or first gospel 
▪ “Seed-lines” recur throughout Genesis and other parts of the Bible
▪ The special “seed of the woman” is the same figure as the messiah 

◦ Covenant 
▪ Genesis gives us the concept of berith or covenant upon which the rest 

of the Biblical theory of salvation is built 
▪ Noahic Covenant (9:8)
▪ Abrahamic Covenant (15)

• Land (13 and 15)
• Descendents(15, 17, and 18)

◦ Election 
▪ In addition to the covenant with Abraham, we learn that God elects 

Jacob to be the special line of the promise 
▪ Within Jacob's line, we also see Joseph being specially selected for 

significance 



• Creation 
◦ Genesis begins with the creation of everything 

▪ This teaches us that God is the creator of everything 
▪ It also shows that the Bible addresses the whole world 

• All of humanity 
• All of life 

◦ 7 Days 
▪ The most obvious “structural” feature of Genesis 1-2:3 is the 7-fold pattern
▪ These days are described as “evening and morning” periods 
▪ But they are not actually dependent upon the sun 

◦ God's Action
▪ God creates “everything” at first (all the basic matter), but then goes on 

to build it and make it what it is 
• Gen. 1:2 “The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on 

the face of the deep” 
• God then goes about addressing these concerns by lighting, shaping, 

and filling creation 
▪ God's action is a pattern for man's

• Man is a creator of sorts
• The 7-fold pattern sets man's work week 
• The 7-fold pattern also sets many religious ritual 
• Man is given dominion  

◦ Anthropology  
▪ Image of God (1:27-28)

• Man is “like” God 
• Both male and female have the image of God 

▪ Body and Soul (2:7)
▪ Male and Female

• “It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper 
comparable to him.” (2:18) 
◦ Man is made first
◦ Woman is made “for man” (1 Cor. 11:8-9)
◦ She is different from anything else that was in creation 

• “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to 
his wife, and they shall become one flesh.” (2:24)
◦ The husband-wife-children unit is the basic human arrangement 
◦ This is neither individualistic nor clan-based 

▪ Dominion 
• Man has a kinship with the animals and the earth 

◦ He is made on the same day as the animals
◦ He is made from the dust of the ground (2:7)

• But he is also a ruler over both
• Man is supposed to work the earth (see 1:28 and 2:15) 
• Man is supposed to spread out across the earth
• Man is supposed to reproduce  


