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• The LORD and the Angels
◦ Yahweh appears as “three men”

▪ This is not the Trinity, despite a long tradition of reading it that way
• It wouldn't actually be a very good image of the Trinity 
• The LORD is singled out as one among the three 

▪ Gen. 18:22 and 19:1 make it clear that two of the “men” were angels
◦ Abraham recognizes Him as God

▪ He bows to Him (vs. 2)
▪ He asks for a very large gift to be offered to them (vs. 6)

• “3 Measures” is about 5 gallons 
• There is also a parallel to the Kingdom of Heaven (Matt. 13:33)

◦ The LORD repeats the promise that Sarah will bear a son (vs. 10)
▪ Sarah laughs (vs. 12)
▪ There is a small spat between God and Sarah... (vs. 13-15)

• Sarah is not a villain
• But she does seem to have some character defects 

• Abraham's Intercession  
◦ God chooses to consult with Abraham (vs. 17-19) 

▪ The outcry is great bc their sin is grave (vs. 20)
▪ I will go down to see... (vs. 21) 

◦ Abraham appeals to God's justice (vs. 23-25) 
▪ Far be it from you to slay the righteous...
▪ Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?

◦ And so God entertains the discussion
▪ It's amazing that God even engages in such a discussion 

• God acts consistent with His character 
• God can be called to keep His Word and to be just (Deut. 32:4)

▪ Abraham haggles with God 
• 50->45->40->30->20->10
• This parallels the parable of the persistent  widow (Luke 18:1-8)

◦ This teaches us about prayer as a prophetic vocation 
▪ God shares His will with prophets
▪ God even “asks for advice” so to speak

• Not that He needs it, but He is pleased to allow conversation 
• But God is never “proved wrong”

▪ We should pray this way
• Argue with God
• But do not accuse Him of wrongdoing (see Job) 


